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Sentencing Guidelines


As a result of this new legislation the starting point  for possession of a knife is for the police to charge youths aged 16 and 17 unless there are exceptional circumstances. However, it is recommended that police and prosecutors apply the following approach when dealing with knife crime offences allegedly committed by youths. (see embedded document) 	� EMBED Word.Document.12 \s ���








There is explicit reference within the legislation to the court’s duty to take into account the welfare of the child when sentencing 16 and 17 year-olds. However, it is essential that we all work to educate young people of this consequence of knife crime in order to prevent 16 and 17 year olds from entering custody.The embedded leaflet has been produced by young people working with Knowsley Youth Offending Service on orders as a result of knife related offences .
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Section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 prevents anyone carrying any article which has a blade or is sharply pointed (including a folding pocket knife if the cutting edge exceeds 7.62cm/3 inches) items such as a butterknife with no cutting edge and no point would be termed a bladed article.  Follow the link for detailed information regarding offensive weapons


http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/l_to_o/offensive_weapons_knives_bladed_and_pointed_articles/





A new offence of threatening a person in public or on school premises will result in a youth aged 16 or over going straight to charge, as this offence carries a minimum sentence of a four months Detention and Training Order and therefore should not be dealt with using an out of court disposal.There are 3 types Out of Court Disposal’s (OOCD): Community Resolution; Youth Caution and Youth Conditional Caution.





2014 - 1,300 people received a non-custodial sentence or caution for a repeat offence of knife possession. Under the new rules, they would all have faced a prison sentence. Knife offences have fallen by around 40% between 2009 and 2014. At the same time the proportion of knife offenders going to prison has increased from 22% to 29%, while average sentences for knife offences have increased from 166 days to 227 days.





The new ‘two-strikes’ sentence means that adults convicted more than once of being in possession of a blade face a minimum 6 month prison sentence and a maximum of 4 years.   Young offenders, aged 16 and 17, will face a minimum 4 month detention and training order.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/repeat-knife-offenders-face-new-minimum-prison-term





3 July 2015: an announcement from the Ministry of Justice – informed that the ‘two-strikes sentence for knife possession would come into force on 17 July 2015. The provision for this sentence came about due to an amendment to the Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/2/section/28/enacted





7 MINUTE BRIEFING


Young People and Knife Posession
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7 Minute Briefing: Local Lessons
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For more information regarding 7 minute briefings, please email sarah.herron@knowsley.gov.uk
Knowsley Safeguarding Children Board, 2nd Floor, Nutgrove Villa, Westmorland Road, Huyton L36 6GA

Tel: 0151 443 3859 www.knowsleyscb.org.uk
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· First arrest of a youth of any age for possession of an offensive weapon or sharply pointed blade, with aggravating factors, (circumstances of possession, fear caused, degree of danger) will result in the first instance with a charge.  

· First arrest of a youth of aged 16 years or over, for simple possession of an offensive weapon or sharply pointed blade, with no aggravating factors will also normally result in a charge.

· First arrest of a youth aged under 16 years for simple possession of an offensive Weapon or sharply pointed blade, with no aggravating factors, will result, in the first instance with a Youth Conditional Caution. This must be supported by an appropriate YOT intervention, preferably with elements focussed on anti-knife crime education.

· The second arrest of a youth under 16 for simple possession of an offensive weapon or sharply pointed blade will result in a charge (unless, in exceptional circumstances, two years have passed and it is considered appropriate to give another youth conditional caution), whether or not there are aggravating features.  
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If you find a Weapon remember it is LETHAL
Look-Look at the weapon and try to think how best to describe it.
Ensure_ Ensure you call the police straight away, or get someone else to call.
Touch_ DO NOT touch the weapon.
 Help– Call for help.  999 or 101 or Cimestoppers 0800 555 111
Alert– BE alert a firearm could be loaded
Leave_ If it is not safe, do not stay with  the weapon.





RESPECT YOUR LIFE NOT A KNIFE!
65% of people who carry a knife have their weapons used against them. 
THE LAW
On 17th July 2015 a new “2 Strikes” sentence  for knife possession was introduced.  This sentence means that 16 and 17 year olds in England and Wales who are convicted more than once of possession of a knife or offensive weapon will face a minimum 4 month Detention and Training order.
The maximum penalty for a young person carrying a knife is up to 4 years in prison and a  fine of £5000
Anyone convicted of possessing a firearm will receive a minimum sentence of 5 years. 
A criminal conviction could stay on your record for a long time  and effect your chances of employment and your ability to travel abroad.
A head teacher or school Police Officer can search a student if they suspect a pupil is carrying a weapon. 
Joint Enterprise 
• The law is clear and unforgiving - if your presence, knowledge or actions lead to a serious crime such as robbery you too could be charged with robbery. • This is referred to in law as 'joint enterprise'. • This means that it's not just the person who uses the knife or gun that could be charged with murder. It could be anyone who was with them, or knew or did something which led to it happening. • If you weren't charged with murder, you could be charged with other offences, such as aiding and abetting.
How do I avoid the risk of being charged under joint enterprise?
• Think about who you are with and what they are planning to do. The advice is simple: Don't carry weapons, know who your friends are and make positive decisions. Remember: • Company - think about who you are with • Choices - it is up to you to make the right choice • Consequences - if you stay involved with something that leads to a serious crime, you could be arrested and charged
Information for Parents/Carers
“Why do young people carry weapons”
Personal Protection
Protecting their possessions
Respect
Acceptance
Peer pressure
Often there are no obvious signs your child may be carrying a weapon. 
You might pick up on changes in their behaviour such as being withdrawn, going out more, staying out later, unwillingness to engage with you or tell you where they are going or who they are with. 
If you are concerned your child may be carrying a knife:
Have the conversation-find a quiet time 
Listen 
Let them know they have a choice in what they do even though they may not feel they do 
Use facts not opinions— you can find lots of information on the internet  noknivesbetterlives.com has a whole section for parents.

Caption describing picture or graphic
THE FACTS 
People who carry weapons are more likely to get killed or injured themselves. 
The best form of Self-defence against a knife is distance.
The Law says ‘It is an offence for which you may be arrested to carry an offensive weapon in a public place’ 
3 types of offensive weapon:
Made such as knives and batons
Adapted such as a plank of wood with nails in
Intended such as keys, pen, aerosol's

W

If you find someone who has been stabbed remember WARREN:

Warm—keep the injured warm

Ambulance—call 999 straight away

Rest– keep them still 

Reassure– keep talking to them and let them know help is on the way

Elevate– Lift their legs to decrease blood flow and bring the blood back to the heart

Nil by mouth– do not give them anything to eat or drink


Useful Contacts:

noknivesbetterlives.com

KOOTH.com (online counselling for young people)

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111

NSPCC 0808 800 5000 offers help and support and a 24/7 counselling service. 

This leaflet has been produced by young    people working with Knowsley YOS on the Preventing Knife Crime Programme and various Knife Crime resources.



