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Protective factors 


Evidence of independent thought and self expression- i.e. woman’s identity is not defined by her relationship to others, women is able to prioritise her own needs and safety, evidence of personal choice, thinking and reflection


Contemporary division of roles and responsibilities


Functional interdependent family roles providing support and respite


Bears male child/ren


Use of religion








BME victims are not at greater risk of DV but face additional vulnerabilities and barriers to services and resources.


(Explain confidentiality and responsibilities around child protection


(Refer to the London Child Protection Procedures at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/procedures/supplementaryprocedures.html" ��http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/procedures/supplementaryprocedures.html�


(Use the Barnardo’s DV Risk Identification Matrix


(Always use an independent interpreter who has been CRB checked.


(BME communities are diverse- consider identifying culturally appropriate organisations that can provide direct support and advice.


 (Consider the ways in which our own lives and service user’s lives can be affected by difference, whether that is age, gender, disability, ethnicity or sexual orientation.


 (What are the needs of women and children in their specific situation? 


(What issues arise in relation to child contact and post-separation violence?








General Factors associated with domestic abuse within minority ethnic populations 


Structural and cultural factors that condone abuse


Behaviour normalised as a cultural norm or tradition


Existence of gender role divisions and hierarchies


Evidence of female submissive behaviour 


Misuse of religion and culture to condone, justify or perpetuate abuse


Financial dependency 


Incongruence between cultural tradition and country of residency


Racism and discrimination towards the community


Inability to communicate in a common language








Thresholds for Risk & Protective factors in relation to BME children living with domestic violence in their families





Cultural Issues:


Possible language barriers/immigration constraints/fear of racism and


House arrest and/or severe restrictions on movements


Substantial risk of/confirmed ‘so called’ honour based violence ( HBV) Perceived transgressions results in threats of serious violence and/or acts of violence-killings


Substantial risk of/confirmed forced marriage(FM)-history of forced marriage/early marriage in family, prolonged/unexplained absences from school, siblings that have runaway from home


Extended and /or birth family support DV/HBV/FM-Collusion/active involvement of the community


There is an acknowledgement that the vast majority of risk factors and protective features replicate those found in non-ethnic populations aside from the relevant cultural factors for the groups under consideration. 











High Risk Factors specifically associated with domestic abuse within minority ethnic populations 








Honour  crime


FGM


Evidence or potential for forced marriage


Unwillingness to disclose abuse to preserve family and community honour


Lack of recognition that they are being abused by the victim


No independent status or autonomy


Female opposition to customs, institutions and practices








Social segregation and isolation- victim spurned by family and community


Denial of female rights and resources


Birth family unwilling to challenge domestic violence within the marriage or the partner’s family


Birth family withdrawal of respite and support


Female alliances are weak and male alliances are strong


Threat of deportation








Lack of alternative support networks


Lack of opportunity to work


Fear of official systems and processes 


Insufficient vocabulary in host language to convey experience of harm


Threat of losing children and residency evident


Destruction of official documents


Threats to have victim deported


Disruption to religious belief


Deliberate failure to lodge immigration papers








Lack of knowledge of financial benefits and immigration rules


Female commits honour crime


Birth family unable to provide sufficient dowry


Birth family rejects victim of domestic violence


Community cohesion precludes support to victim


In-laws support or perpetrate domestic violence


Immigration process traumatic


Legal barriers to securing safety exist








Threshold Scale 2 Child/ren with additional needs CAF completed-Lead professional-integrated support





Cultural Issues:


Language Barriers-professional interpreter required


New immigrant-unaware of support services and official processes


Victim minimising abuse-due to fear of experiencing racism/discrimination in statutory services and/or


Victim unwillingness to disclose abuse due to allegiance to own community, faith, family.-can raise the threshold to 3 


Fear of breaches of confidentiality and adverse attention from the wider community


Wary of  white organisations, perceived as ‘authoritarian’


Powerful cultural concepts, such as ‘honour’ and ‘shame’.  











Cultural Issues:


Possible language barriers/new immigrant/minimisation due to fear of racism and:


Restriction on movement-accompaniment by family members to appointments/speaking for victim


Immigration constraints-no recourse to public funds/threats of deportation/no legal status


Abuser’s interpretation of culture/faith used as form of control to curtail women’s autonomy


Extended family support of abuser/and may perpetrate abuse themselves


Family honour-transgression of traditional forms of acceptable female behaviour results in punishment –i.e. controlling/coercive behaviours, emotional abuse, social ostracism, harassment. Victim feel prevented from leaving abusive situation due to threats of such forms of punishment 








Threshold Scale 3 Serious-Children in need-refer to Children’s services- section 17 but safeguarding intervention may be necessary. Professional case planning








Threshold Scale 4 Severe-Child/ren in need of protection-Children’s Services consider if section 47 enquiry and core assessment required
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