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This report is entitled 
'Complexity and Challenge'. 
It provides an overview of 
the issues and learning 
identified in Serious Case 
Reviews in England over a 3 
year period. 

The report looks at trends and 
patterns in case reviews over 

time; before taking a closer look 
at cases involving neglect, 

vulnerable adolescents, care 
and court cases. It also looks at 
how learning from case reviews 

has impacted on local 
safeguarding practice.

368 SCRs from the period 1 
April 2014 – 31 March 2017 
were analysed. 56% of the 

SCRs related to child 
deaths,  whilst the 

remaining 44% related to 
serious harm.

42% of all reviews related 
to under-1-year-olds, 
whilst 31% related to 

children aged 11 or under. 
Most children in SCRs were 
known to children’s social 

care. 

Case reviews were analysed 
for parental and family 

characteristics. Parental 
mental health and 

domestic abuse featured in 
over half of the cases 

reviewed.

There was evidence of neglect 
in 75% of cases. Poverty, 

adverse parental and family 
circumstances and adolescents 
living with neglect were factors 

present in most of the case 
reviews.  

A subset of 25 cases involving 
adolescents were analysed in 

more detail, from which the 
following themes emerged: 

going missing, criminal 
exploitation and social media. 

The report also presents a 
feature on messages from care 

and court cases. A number of 
learning points are identified 
throughout the report which 

you can access below.  
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