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1. Sexual violence and sexual 
harassment can occur between 
two children of any age and sex. It 
can occur through a group of 
children sexually assaulting or 
sexually harassing a single child or 
group of children. Sexual violence 
and sexual harassment exist on a 
continuum and may overlap; they 
can occur online and face to face 
and are never acceptable.

2. When referring to sexual violence we 
are referring to sexual offences under 

the Sexual Offences Act 2003 as 
described below:  

3. Rape: A person (A) commits an 
offence of rape if: he intentionally 
penetrates the vagina, anus or 
mouth of another person (B) with 
his penis, B does not consent to 
the penetration and A does not 
reasonably believe that B 
consents.  

4. Assault by Penetration: A 
person (A) commits an offence if: 
s/he intentionally penetrates the 
vagina or anus of another person 
(B) with a part of her/his body or 
anything else, the penetration is 
sexual, B does not consent to the 
penetration and A does not 
reasonably believe that B 
consents. 

5. Sexual Assault: A person (A) 
commits an offence of sexual assault 
if: s/he intentionally touches another 

person (B), the touching is sexual, B 
does not consent to the touching 

and A does not reasonably believe 
that B consents. (For example a 

single act of kissing someone without 
consent or touching someone’s 

bottom/breasts/genitalia without 
consent, can still constitute sexual 

assault.) 

6. Causing someone to engage in sexual 
activity without consent: A person (A) 

commits an offence if: s/he 
intentionally causes another person (B) 

to engage in an activity, the activity is 
sexual, B does not consent to engaging 

in the activity, and A does not 
reasonably believe that B consents. 

(This could include forcing someone to 
strip or touch themselves sexually). 

7. When referring 
to sexual harassment we mean: 
‘unwanted conduct of a sexual 

nature’ that can occur online and 
offline and both inside  and 

outside of school/college. When 
we reference sexual harassment, 

we do so in the context of child on 
child sexual harassment. Sexual 
harassment is likely to: violate a 

child’s dignity, and/or make them 
feel intimidated, degraded or                                   

humiliated and/or create a 
hostile, offensive or 

sexualised 
environment. 
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